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Grace Presbyterian Gazette 

November, 2019 

“A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR OLD TESTAMENT”      
 

BY REV. RUSTY MOSLEY 
want to open a discussion with you, about how to 
interpret the Old Testament, which is taught by all 

Presbyterians, Episcopal, Lutherans, Methodists, 
Anglicans, and Catholics, and yet it may be less familiar to 
you.  It’s about how the New Testament shows itself to 
be the continuation of the Old Testament.  Jesus taught 
that his coming, he himself, his body, and the church he 
established, was actually the fulfillment and continuation 
of absolutely everything in the Old Testament.  While the 
New Testament makes it simpler, it also makes it more 
full and majestic.  The details of the Old Testament such 
as the Temple, Moses’ customs, and the Covenants were 
always meant to be preparing for and illustrating what the 
coming of Christ would bring to mankind. 
 
However, there is a pervasive teaching and view that exists 
now around the world in evangelical circles, because of the 
growth of Baptist churches and Pentecostal churches that 
came from the Revivalistic church growth that happened 
during the Second Great Awakening in the 1800’s.  Many 
of those churches have adopted and carried on a teaching, 
relatively new to Christianity, called “Dispensational,” 
which is a way for how to interpret the Old Testament.  
This has come about from the teachings of John Nelson 
Darby(1800-1882) along with Charles Ryrie and others, 
and promoted from the New Scofield Bible and other 
Study Bible’s which have followed in its teaching.  So 
many people now have been influenced by these teachings 
which have widely promoted this Dispensational view for 
how to understand the Old Testament.   
 
This view has spread so much now, that almost everyone 
in America it seems has been influenced to some degree by 
the different works which have adopted this view, such as 
the books of the Left Behind series that were popular in 
the 1990‘s.   
 
The Dispensational view, put simply, separates what God 
was doing in the Old Testament from what He is doing 

in the New.   This view looks to a very symbolic chapter 
of the Bible, Revelation chapter 20, and sees it as meant 
to be taken literally, as actual realities that will literally 
exist in the future, instead of seeing John’s Revelation as a 
series of symbolic visions meant metaphorically for how 
to understand our current world.  It takes chapter 20 as 
literal details that will exist at some future event, even 
though it has to make allowances for some of the wildly 
symbolic details.  This view then takes that and imposes it 
onto other, clearer passages in the Bible to reinterpret 
them into this view’s scheme for how to interpret 
everything.  It re-interprets passages and creates a new 
system for how we can see a future prediction, even 
though there is no detail in any of these texts to tie any of 
it to any specific future actual event.  This view then 
separates the church of the New Testament era to be 
something entirely different from a continuation of the 
people of the Old Testament.  Dispensational teaching 
sees the New Testament as an altogether different 
program and way of salvation, from what God was doing 
with ethnic Israel in the Old Testament.   
 
The Dispensational view sees God working in two 
completely separate ways.  While the more historic view 
(which is now often called the Covenantal view or 
Reformed view) has always taken the New Testament to 
be the continuation and fulfillment of the Old, as taught 
by Jesus himself in places like Luke 24:25 where it says, 
“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
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interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.” 
 
We also hear this better understanding of the Old 
Testament from the author of Hebrews when he says, “the 
law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead 
of the true form of these realities,..”(10:1) and “They serve 
a copy and shadow of the heavenly things.”(8:5)  And “For 
if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have 
been no occasion to look for a second.”(8:7)  And then, 
“In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one 
obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old 
is ready to vanish away.”(8:13)   
 
These passages make it clear that the Old Testament 
ceremonial laws are now obsolete and finished, since 
Christ, the true form of those old shadows, has now come!  
These passages show us that we are supposed to see the 
New Testament way of worshipping and being God’s 
people as the ‘original’ or ‘true object,’ and that the Old 
Testament’s details were always meant to be seen as the 
‘shadow’ that was previewing what was coming in Christ. 
 
And Paul teaches this as well when he explains, “Therefore 
remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called 
"the uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision, 
which is made in the flesh by hands— remember that you 
were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ.” (Eph2:11-13).  
Does it sound like this previous separation of Israelites 
from Gentiles, which has now been united in Christ, will 
one day be separated again, as Dispensationalism teaches?  
Or, does it sound like this separation is gone for good?   
 
Jesus taught that most everyone in his day, had completely 
misunderstood the Old Testament, “O foolish ones and 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken!”(Lk 24:25)  “Then he opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures.”(Lk 24:45)  This means that it 
must be easy to miss how the New Testament is the 
fulfillment and continuation of the Old Testament.  It also 
means that the Old Testament, according to Jesus, cannot 
be rightly understood without an interpretive key.  And 
that interpretive key is Jesus, himself.  His coming and 
fulfilling all of the Old Testament’s pictures, needs, and 
promises, is the interpretive key to understand it.   
 
When Reformed Theology came along in the 1500’s and 
1600’s, it summarized these ideas which had always been 

believed by Christians almost comprehensively for 
centuries going back all the way to the New Testament 
times, such as the Westminster Confession of Faith, 1643, 
where it explains that the ceremonial details in the Old 
Testament were, “…all foreshadowing Christ. For that 
time the covenant administered under the law through the 
operation of the Spirit was sufficient and effective in 
instructing the elect and building up their faith in the 
promised Messiah, by whom they had full remission of 
their sins and eternal salvation. This administration is 
called the Old Testament.” 
 
The Dispensational view, in contrast, is actually very new.  
It has come about in the last 200 years. 
 
Today, The Reformed view of Scripture is found in many 
resources like the ESV Study Bible and The Reformation 
Study Bible by Ligonier Ministries to name a few, in 
contrast to the New Scofield Bible and newer Study Bibles 
that have followed in its teaching. 
 
As I said, there’s a good chance that everyone reading these 
words has been influenced at some point by Dispensational 
thinking.  So, you must judge for yourself, but I want to 
encourage you to consider the way Presbyterians have 
always understood the Old Testament, along with 
Episcopal, Lutherans, Methodists, Anglicans, and 
Catholics, which is the more historic way of understanding 
it, and more importantly is more consistent with and 
makes much more sense of all the Scriptures.   
 
It is how to understand the Old Testament, if you take 
what Jesus said and use him as the interpretive key to see 
that he is the continuation of the plot and one story of 
Creation – Fall – Redemption - and coming 
Consummation.  The entire Bible, from Genesis 3:15 on, 
tells us the one story of how the ‘Second Adam’ is foretold 
and symbolized in all of the following covenants as the one 
continuing story of how this covenant mediator and head 
would come to fulfill and complete all of the Old 
Testament pictures and symbols and promises.  The Christ 
or Messiah, and the church he established, is the 
continuation of those shadows that are now far simpler but 
far greater and more exalted.   
 
I recommend it to you, that you would consider this 
Covenantal, Reformed view of how to understand your 
Old Testament, so that you might be powerfully 
strengthened for years to come, as you feast on Christ as 
the true message, the true hero, and the true point of the 
Old Testament.  And may (the LORD) Yahweh feed you 
and strengthen you as you do!   
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 The Men’s Breakfast Group will meet at Golden Corral on Saturday, November 9th at 8:30 a.m.  
 Hanging of the Greens will be held November 30th at 10:00 a.m. for anyone who would like to help. 
 Festival of the Nativity will be held on December 8th from 3:00-5:00 p.m.  Look for more details to come. 
 November 16th is our next Serving Saturday (every third Saturday of every month).  We will pick up boxes 

that Sheila has provided (at the church).  Bring your box to the GO Store (807 Court Street) on November 
16th at 10:00 a.m. and we will have a packing party.  The GO Store will have a table area reserved for us to 
pack our boxes and get everything ready to go.  Afterward, we will give them to Sheila to deliver.  For anyone 
that would like to, we will have a lunch gathering at Old Chicago afterwards.  

 In case anyone needs to visit with Pastor Rusty, his office hours at the church for this fall will be Monday 
through Thursday, from 9a.m. to noon.  Please always feel free to call or text him on his cell phone at (501)
339-9300. 

CURRENT ACTIVIES AT GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

September        ACTUAL             MONTHLY BUDGET  

Operation Contributions      $ 19,427*  $15,833 

Operation Expenses       $ 15,677  $18,132 

 Five Sunday Month 
 

 September   YTD      ACTUAL            BUDGET 

 Operation Contributions        $147,227  $142,500 

 Operation Expenses       $146,819  $164,102 
 

 Annual Budget:   

 Operation Contributions      $190,000; 

 Operation Expenses       $218,500.   
 

September YTD we are 3% above Budgeted Contributions and 10% below Budgeted Expenses. 

Projecting September YTD numbers, we should use less than $500 of our Reserve Funds for 2019 Operations.  

October average Sunday worship attendance was 80 and 71  YTD average.  Current church membership is 85. 

BUDGET AND FINANCE 

JOSH WILLIAMS, GRACE PRES NEW YOUTH LEADER 

We have recently hired Josh Williams to help us build a Youth Ministry to disciple 
Junior and Senior High students.  Josh grew up in Farmington, AR where he 
graduated in 2016. He met his Fiancé, Kayleigh Johnson, at Hendrix College and 
has since transferred to UCA where he is now a Junior.  Starting his college career as 
an athlete, he quickly realized that it was not God’s calling on his life. After 
recommitting his life to the Lord, he and his Fiancé have since heard God calling 
them into full time missions.  Josh has served on a month long mission trip to Africa 
and has also worked at Camp War Eagle, a Christian summer camp for youth.  Josh 
has never met a stranger and whole heartedly believes in the power of discipleship 
and evangelism, following in Jesus’ steps.  He is currently studying as a Physical 
Education major at UCA.  If you have any questions for Josh, please contact him by 
email at:  jdwilliams0568@gmail.com 
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BIRTHDAYS:  
11/11 - Dyann Rankin, 11/06 - Jeff Sackhoff; 11/07 - Beth Hayes; 11/08 - Carolyn Mebane; 11/14 - Pat Rice; 
11/16 - Michael Frazier; 11/27 - Jane Hawk.  Our birthday list has not yet been updated. If you are reading this, 
would you please contact our office (504-6899, gracepres@conwaycorp.net) and leave your birth date with us so 
that we can update our contacts? We want to celebrate your LIFE!! 
 

CURRENT PRAYER LIST AS OF (11/1/2019): 
Bette Callaway, friend of Herman and Betty Ellis; Bill Conner; Charlie Cullum, friend of Annette Sackhoff; Jeannene 
Ellis, sister-in-law of Herman and Betty Ellis; Paul Ellis, son of Herman and Betty Ellis; Mike Frazier; Heather 
Hiatt premature baby, relative of John and Nancy Davis; Jason Hays, friend of Kevin Tucker; Jimmy and Nancy 
Higgins; Steve Hoffman, friend of Nancy Davis with cancer and transplant need; Tom Less; Ann Moss, mother of 
Debbie McConkie; Candice Palmer, cousin of Heather Pedersen; Troy Welch, extended cousin of Sackhoff family; 
Jeff Whitehead, friend of Joe and Sue Dablock. 

Staff: 
Pastor: Richard H. (Rusty) Mosley, ph. 501.339.9300  

Admin. Assistant:  Er in Tucker , ph. 501.504.6899 
Lay Pastor: J im Hays, ph. 501.499.2885 

Lay Pastor:  Joe Pruett, ph. 501.733.1650 
Organist: Lyle Ruper t  

Choir Director/Pianist: Eloise Stowe 

Deacons: 
Sue Dablock: 501.472.0511  
Nancy Davis: 501.733.8030  
Ken Hunter: 501.944.1204 

Office: 
1010 Hogan Lane, Suite 2 

Conway, AR  72034 
501.504.6899 

gracepres@conwaycorp.net 

John Davis 
Susan McNabb 
Robin Ralston 
 

Pat Rice 
Ralph Scott 

Elders: 

 

 

Like us on            @gracepresconway  or                @GracePresConway        

For a free downloadable copy or podcast of the sermon, please visit our website at 

www.gracepresconway.org 

 

 

Our Denomination: 

 

We had a fun, early morning handing 
out water at the 7 mile stop of the 
Soaring Wings Marathon.  Thanks 

Tammy for setting up a great Serving 
Saturday! 

Thank you to everyone who gave candy and 
decorated trunks for the Fall Festival.  We had a 

good turnout and the kids had a great time!! 
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