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PASTOR’S CORNER      
 

BY REV. RUSTY MOSLEY 

oy is a feeling we think of when we imagine what 
Christmas should be.  Though we come from different 
families and backgrounds, deep down we each still 

have a child-like hope to feel that unique joy of Christmas 
once more.  We sing Joy To The World and other songs 
which tempt our desire for happy experiences and 
relationships which Christmas is all about.  Sadly, 
however, it does not always work out like that.  Most of 
us have a past which brings up sadness, either from 
wonderful things lost or from hopes that never developed.   
 
But I have good news for you.  Finding joy is possible. 
The joy and the hope that you have always hoped would 
turn out to be real, actually IS real and true!   
 
How can we tap into this joy?  One way is to learn 
something the Bible teaches, though it is neither simple 
nor obvious.  The Bible gives us clues to this secret.  In 
John 15:11, Jesus says that he came so that his “joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be full.”  But the way to 
get joy is very counter intuitive.  The Bible is trying to 
teach us that it is actually when, instead of trying to 
become joyful, we try to give all of our joy away to others.  
This is when we will find the most joy.  It may seem 
backward, but that is how it works.  In Mt. 10:39, Jesus 
says, “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find it.”  He also says, “it is 
more blessed (happy) to give than to receive.” (Acts 

20:35)  And in Hebrews 12:2, referring to Jesus’ own 
happiness, it says, “…for the joy set before him, he 
endured the cross.”   In other words, instead of trying to 
find happiness, if we will set out to serve others, serve 
God and work to make other people’s lives better, that is 
when we will look up and discover that we have become a 
little more joyful. 
 
C. S. Lewis explained it this way.  He said that it works in 
the reverse of how we usually think.  We assume that our 
actions follow our feelings, that we do what we want and 
what we feel like doing.  But the opposite is true.  It is our 
feelings that follow our actions.  We can think of the 
Nazi officers who were so brutal to people in the 
concentration camps. The more they brutalized their 
victims, the more they would come to hate them.  Or, in 
the other direction, we can picture ourselves, if there is 
some sweet little old lady who lives next door to us and 
we decide to regularly help her carry her groceries, after a 
while we would find that we had grown an affection for 
this sweet little old lady. The more we serve someone, the 
more of an affection we feel for them. It is really our 
feelings that follow our actions. 
 
But there is a “catch-22” to all of this.  On the one hand, 
we need the example of someone’s love toward us to have 
a reference to imagine there being a personal God who 
loves us.  However, we also need God’s love for us first, to 
give us the security to venture into the scary vulnerability 
of being able to need someone and risk being open to 
others.  A relationship with a loving God grows through 
the training ground and learning process of engaging in 
human relationships – the rich soil of community.  God is 
calling us to discover more joy through the growth of 
entering into better and deeper relationships with others. 
 
Ephesians 4:15 says we are to grow in our ability to 
“speak the truth in love.”  However, that is where it gets 
difficult. Without God as our resource and motivation 
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The Worship Committee had a very busy November with so many wonderful, special Sundays.  November 3 was 
All Saints Day along with Reformation Sunday featuring our own Piper, Dr. Steve McNabb.   November 10 we 
recognized several Veterans in our congregation.  November 24, was Christ the King Sunday with Communion 
and November 30 Hanging of the Greens.  On Sunday, December 1, Advent begins.  Sunday, December 15, the 
Chancel Choir, will present our Christmas Cantata, "A Child this Day" during the Worship Service.  Hope you 
can be there to hear it.  

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

 The Men’s Breakfast Group will meet at Golden Corral on Saturday, December 14th at 8:30 a.m.  
 For the next several weeks, the Adult Sunday School Class will be discussing the epistle of James, the half-

brother of Jesus, to the Jewish Christians living outside of Israel in order to escape persecution. The letter’s 
topic is what faith should do. And James believed that faith should do things. This is the letter that says “Be 
ye doers of the word, and not hearers only” (KJV) and “Faith without works is dead.” Renée Hunter will be 
leading the discussion, and you are all invited to join in.  

 Sunday, December 15, the Chancel Choir, will present our Christmas Cantata, "A Child this Day" during the 
Worship Service.   

 In case anyone needs to visit with Pastor Rusty, his office hours at the church for this fall will be Monday 
through Thursday, from 9a.m. to noon.  Please always feel free to call or text him at (501)339-9300. 

 If you need help with anything from our church office, call 501-504-6899 or email Erin at 
gracepres@conwaycorp.net.  Her office hours are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 9:30-2:30.   

SESSION MEETING 

 The following motions were approved in November’s Session meeting: 
 Recommendation from the Worship Committee for Renewal Ranch to conduct a worship service one Sunday 

in 2020. 
  Recommendation from the Property Committee to purchase 20 folding chairs for a total of $400. The chairs 

they will replace will be donated. 
  Approved the corrected Personnel guidelines. 

CURRENT ACTIVIES AT GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

MEMORIES: 
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and joy, we can only do one of those at a time, but not 
both at the same time.  It is easy to speak a truth without 
love. It is easy to get angry with someone and be harsh and 
cold and punish someone with words. On the other hand, 
it is easy to have a type of love that does not have truth in 
it.  It is easy not to rock the boat and not to confront 
someone who needs it and let them keep getting away with 
things we know are wrong.  A love without truth is not 
really love; it is self love, seeking to maintain the comfort 
of avoiding conflict.  A truth without love isn’t really truth, 
at least not God’s truth.  It is a dead, self-righteous 
harshness, and, therefore, is selfish as well.  Having the 
courage to risk being honest with someone and yet also 
willing to carry the burden of their guilt with them, at the 
same time, is difficult.  In other words, to have both truth 
AND love for the people in our lives, we need an 
enormous resource of love already in our hearts, coming 
from God.  We need what we might call a “philanthropy” 
love. 
 
To explain this, we can imagine some wealthy celebrity 
who donates enormous amounts of money to a good cause.  
We can think of the rock star, Bono, from U2, who has 
given millions to Africa and AIDS and other kinds of 
generous philanthropy. The question is how can a person 
do that much philanthropy and give that much?   Of 
course, they can only give that much because they also have 

this other job that brings in an enormous inflow as well.  
That is exactly what we need!  In order to be able to give 
this much love and service to others, we need an enormous 
inflow of love coming in as well! 
 
The enormous inflow of love that God gave us on the first 
Christmas is that God became a human being and finished 
all of our creaturely obligations toward God.  He perfectly 
obeyed and worshipped our Creator as we should have.  
The Christmas baby grew up and lived the life we should 
have, and he died the death we should have.  He bore our 
punishment for us on the cross, and all of this is our 
Christmas gift from God, to clear our guilty consciences 
and make us perfectly forgiven of all of our sins.  All of 
Jesus’ obedience now counts for us, who receive him as a 
free gift.  We can now be God’s true children and receive 
His perfect, constant love and care.  That is an enormous 
inflow!  When we receive this inflow of joy and love, that 
is what gives us the emotional capital to spend in 
relationships and in serving others.  This then grows our 
joy even more!  That is “philanthropy” love.  Jesus said, “I 
have come that your joy might be full.”  My prayer for us 
at Grace Presbyterian Church this Christmas is that God 
will give us all a very joyful Christmas! 

Operation Christmas Child was a great success with Sheila Rupert’s 

leadership.  We were able to provide 52 boxes to children around the world.  

Thank you everyone for your participation! 

PASTOR’S CORNER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

October       ACTUAL    BUDGET October   YTD  ACTUAL     BUDGET 
Operation Contributions      $ 15,813 $15,833    $163,040      $158,333 
Operation Expenses $ 17,200 $18,132    $164,019      $182,234 
  

November average Sunday worship attendance was 75.  

BUDGET AND FINANCE 
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BIRTHDAYS:  
12/01 - Eloise Stowe, 12/01 - Erin Tucker; 12/10 - Martha Lierley; 12/21 - Herman Ellis; 12/22 - Nancy 
Davis.  Our birthday list has not yet been updated. If you are reading this, would you please contact our office (504-
6899, gracepres@conwaycorp.net) and leave your birth date with us so that we can update our contacts? We want 
to celebrate your LIFE!! 
 

CURRENT PRAYER LIST AS OF (12/6/2019): 
Vickie Bailey, friend of Woosley family; Bette Callaway, friend of Herman and Betty Ellis; Bill Conner; Charlie Rose 

Cullum, friend of Annette Sackhoff; Pam Dalke, sister of Debbie McConkie; Jeannene Ellis, sister-in-law of Herman 

and Betty Ellis; Paul Ellis, son of Herman and Betty Ellis; Heather Hiatt premature baby, relative of John and Nancy 

Davis; Jason Hays, friend of Kevin Tucker; Jimmy and Nancy Higgins; Steve Hoffman, friend of Nancy Davis with 

cancer and transplant need; Betty & Fred Knight, friends of Pedersen family; Tom Less; J.B. Melton, friend of Erin 

Tucker; Ann Moss, mother of Debbie McConkie; Mullen Family, friends of Casee McConkie; Candice Palmer, cousin 

of Heather Pedersen; Jeff Whitehead, friend of Joe and Sue Dablock. 

Staff: 
Pastor: Richard H. (Rusty) Mosley, ph. 501.339.9300  

Admin. Assistant:  Er in Tucker , ph. 501.504.6899 
Lay Pastor: J im Hays, ph. 501.499.2885 

Lay Pastor:  Joe Pruett, ph. 501.733.1650 
Organist: Lyle Ruper t  

Choir Director/Pianist: Eloise Stowe 

Deacons: 
Sue Dablock: 501.472.0511  
Nancy Davis: 501.733.8030  
Ken Hunter: 501.944.1204 

Office: 
1010 Hogan Lane, Suite 2 

Conway, AR  72034 
501.504.6899 

gracepres@conwaycorp.net 

John Davis 
Susan McNabb 
Robin Ralston 
 

Pat Rice 
Ralph Scott 

Elders: 

 

 

Like us on            @gracepresconway  or                @GracePresConway        

For a free downloadable copy or podcast of the sermon, please visit our website at 

www.gracepresconway.org 

 

 

Our Denomination: 

 

The “Sanders Family Christmas” 
was enjoyed by all who 

attended this hilarious and 
touching performance by this 

amazingly talented family. 

Hanging of the Greens, was a great time 
as we decorated for our Advent and 

Christmas season!  Thanks to everyone 
who participated! 

FUN DAY CHRISTMAS GATHERING  
FOR GPC CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15    4pm to 6pm 
CONWAY FAMILY BOWL 

You may invite a friend to join us! 
Please RSVP –Susan McNabb  501 514 0254 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://blog.pointroll.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/PointRoll-Facebook.png&imgrefurl=http://blog.pointroll.com/trend_watch/trend-watch-twitter-turns-seven-facebooks-lookalike-audiences-youtube-has-one-billion-monthly-u/&h=

