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! One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the
Sea of Galilee, great crowds pressed in on him to listen to
the word of God. 2 He noticed two empty boats at the
water’s edge, for the fishermen had left them and were
washing their nets. * Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus
asked Simon, its owner, to pusb 1t out into the water. So
he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there. *
When he had finished speaking, he sard to Simon, “Now
go out where it is deeper, and let down your nets to catch
some fish.”

° “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last
night and didn't catch a thing. But if you say so, I'll let
the nets down agamn.” ° And this time their nets were so
full of fish they began to tear!” A shout for help brought
their partners in the other boat, and soon both boats
were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking.

8 When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he
fell to his knees before Jesus and said, “Oh, Lord, please
leave me—I'm too much of a sinner to be around you.””’
For he was awestruck by the number of fish they had
caught, as were the others with him. '° His partners,
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed.
Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on
youll be fishing for people!” ' And as soon as they
landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.

By REV. RISTYOSLEY

N ot all of the twelve Apostles were fishermen by trade
before Jesus called them, but many of them were.

But the impact that Jesus made on them was so radical and
profound that it caused them to be willing to leave
everything in their lives and follow him. What was it about
Jesus that could make them be willing to leave everything
and follow him?

I want to answer three questions about the disciples

following him. Where? How? & Why?

Where did they follow him? Jesus used their vocation as
symbolism for where he was going. He said, “from now on,
your mission will not be catching fish, but catching people.
The Mission of the church ... is to catch people.

CONTINUEDON PAGE2
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I rayer mailbox coming

soon.....

If you have any needs or
concerns that the Mission and

with, please let us know by
using the prayer mailbox.

By ERINTUCKER

If you would like to purchase a Grace Presbyterian t-
shirt, please sign up on the order form in the hallway. The order
deadline is June 12th.

Faulkner County Food Bank is holding a Cereal Drive
to collect cereal, oatmeal and cereal bars until June 26th. All

Evangelism Committee can help items collected will stay here in Faulkner County.
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What this means is that it’s not unchurched people’s
responsibility to come to us. It's our responsibility to go
to them. The disciples were not allowed to stay on the
comfortable shore. Jesus made them go out. The fish
were not going to jump up onto the shore. The disciples
had to go get them. And that is where the church must go.

God is calling us to be a church “not for ourselves.” That
is what this passage is about. We call it the Great
Commission. Reaching the lost, as Jesus put it, needs to
be at the center of our church. If we want to follow Jesus,
that is where he’s going. The mission of the church is
catching people.

The next question is, How? How do we catch people?
First, we catch people by realizing that it’s actually only
Jesus that catches people. The disciples realized that they
didn’t ultimately catch the fish. Jesus did. They couldn’t
have done it without his miracle. And neither can we.
We don’t have the power to catch people. God might use
our words and efforts in someone’s journey, but it's only
Jesus that makes it work. It's always literally a miracle
when anyone becomes a Christian. Only Jesus can bring a
person to believe in him and follow him.

Secondly, Jesus does, however, call us to cast our nets. He
calls us both as individuals and as a church.

As individuals, the New Testament teaches so much about
the importance of practicing intentional hospitality for
those who don’t yet believe, courageously and creatively
making safe places in your life for people who don’t yet
believe, reaching out to an unchurched acquaintance, not
to invite them into your church since that might scare
them, but just inviting them into your life, starting a
friendship, intentionally, to just serve them and get to
know them. What would it look like for us to practice
intentional hospitality to a non-churched neighbor?

God also calls us to cast our nets, as a church. At each of
our denomination’s (ECO) national gatherings, almost
every message they give is encouraging us to adapt every
space in our church, every ministry, to make every part of
our church be an attractive and safe place for unchurched
people to come and feel welcome and make sense of
things, for them to be welcome as they consider the
message, even though they may not yet believe.

In Ist Corinthians 14:23, St. Paul teaches us that the
church as a whole, even in the way that we worship, needs
to be adapted intentionally for the “outsider” (it says), so

that he or she can relate with it, and make sense of things
here.

That's how we cast nets and catch people! As a Church
and as individuals, the Bible is teaching us to adapt
ourselves to reach out to unchurched people.

The last question is, Why? Why would we be willing to
do this? We are never going to be willing to do
something so radical as leave everything and follow Jesus
to catch people, until we find our real happiness no longer
in our comfortable, suburban lives, living for our routines
and our own families. We won’t be willing to follow
Jesus into Mission, not authentically, until we find our
deepest fundamental happiness in Him.

In verse 8, when Peter realizes that Jesus is God, from his
performing a miracle, Peter felt profound shame at first.
He said, “Go away from me! for I am a sinful man!” (i.e.
“I've been living for things other than God. I've been
living for myself!”) He felt guilty. And what was Jesus’
response? “Don’t be afraid! I'm not going to condemn
you. I'm going to forgive you and love you! Not only am
I going to cover your shame, I'm even going to make you
my partner! ...to do Mission together!”

Peter (and the others) found their happiness, their
security, their identity and meaning, in a new relationship
with this gracious God who dies to be with us.

When we find our deepest happiness and identity in Jesus,
that's what makes us willing to let go of our lives, and
follow him with our whole life and help him catch people!
...to cut back on our comfortable lives and routines and
scale back, so that we can carve out time for hospitality,
and even be willing to readjust our church to be geared for
people who don’t yet believe. Jesus” loving grace is the
reason that we would follow Jesus into his Mission...the
mission of catching people.

Prayer: “Jesus, I want to be totally open and honest
before you. You know that I really prefer to live a
comfortable life that serves me most. But show me what
the disciples saw in you. As John Donne says, “Ravish my
heart, Lord!” Let me see your beauty, your acceptance of
me, the joy and adventure of knowing you, so that it will
motivate me to live for you, from here on. And let me
and all of us at Grace Presbyterian Church get courageous
in our desire to live a life in mission with you. Let us even
get risky in our endeavor to catch people. Amen.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

B Please join us for a potluck meal immediately following worship on
June 30.

B If you would like to purchase a Grace Presbyterian t-shirt, please sign
up on the order form in the hallway. The order deadline is June 12.

BIRTHDAY:S
6/1 - Renee Hunter, 6/3 - Barbara Watkins, 6/29 - Annette Sackhoff. Our birthday list has not yet been updated.
So if you're reading this, would you please contact our office (504-6899, gracepres@conwaycorp.net) and leave
your birth date with us so that we can update our contacts? We want to celebrate your LIFE!!

CURRENPRAYERISTASOF (6/9/2019):
Bette Callaway, friend of Herman and Betty Ellis; Bill Conner; Charlie Cullum, friend of Annette Sackhoff; Stuart
Dornblaser, brother-in-law of Ken Hunter; Jeannene Ellis, sister-in-law of Herman and Betty Ellis; Paul Ellis, son of
Herman and Betty Ellis; Jim Hawks, nephew of Henry and Jane Hawk; Jason Hays, friend of Kevin Tucker; Jimmy
and Nancy Higgins; Steve Hoffman, friend of Nancy Davis with cancer and transplant need; Dub Holt; Charles
Jordan; Vicky, Becky, and Bruce Joyner and families due to loss of their mother; Ann Moss, mother of Debbie
McConkie; Gene Murphy, father of Annette Sackhoff; Jenetta Murphy, mom of Annette Sackhoff.
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