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BY REV. RUSTY MOSLEY

want to share with you a story which at one point in
my life, when I heard it, really turned on the lights
for me and gave me a deeper understanding for what
gospel transformation looks like. It was a story from a
woman who had gone to a Christian conference called
“Sonship,”(for both genders!) which is one of my favorite
studies. It was started by one of my favorite heroes of
the faith, Jack Miller (C. John Miller), a Presbyterian
pastor, author, missionary, and seminary professor at
Westminster Theological Seminary, in Philadelphia.
The story of this lady’s experience, now included in the
Sonship materials, reveals that Christianity has to be
more than just a “head-knowledge” thing. It has to
change us internally and take root deep down or it is
possibly not the real article. Until grace starts to deal
with things deep down in us, it is possible that we are just
being “religious” and do not truly know God, personally,
as He truly is.
The following is what she shared at the conference:
“The Holy Spirit really dealt with my husband and me at
the Sonship week conference in answer to many prayers. I
am seeing that as good as theology and teaching
techniques are, it is the Holy spirit alone who changes my
heart. He tears down the idols and pride and replants the
simplicity of faith in Christ. I realized that my greatest
sin was unbelief and so lightly esteeming all God has
given me in Christ.
“One day when I was very young, I saw my older sister
hanging up my father’s white business shirts on the
clothesline to dry. I was suddenly filled with the urge to
hang up one of my daddy’s white shirts. He was my
daddy too, and I was his daughter; I loved him in my
childlike way and wanted to express it. I couldn’t reach
the clothesline. It was too high, but I saw a wheel barrow
in the yard and its handles were just the right height for

me. I didn't notice how rusty it was and I rather joyfully
clothes-pinned the wet shirt to the handles.
“When my dad got home and saw the shirt on the
wheelbarrow, he became very angry with me and
punished me severely for ruining his shirt. I had not
realized, the impact that event and others like it had made
on me. However, as I was repeatedly convicted during the
Sonship conference for not believing God concerning his
delight in me and in the gracious nature of my
relationship with him, this memory returned to me.
Now, you cannot hardly get through 24 hours of a
Sonship conference without realizing that your own heart
is as murderous as anyone else’s, so I wasn’t primarily
focusing on only being the innocent victim of my father’s
cruel anger.

“As I remembered these scenes from the past, I saw that
through the years I had not been believing that my Father
in heaven was any different than my earthly father. I had
not been listening when he described himself. In short, I
hadn’t been believing the gospel, that by faith in Christ
and his perfect atoning sacrifice, he now loves me, and is
forever for me and delighted in me. In Christ, he has
made me beautiful and pleasing to him forever.
“So the next morning I told our counselor that I thought
I was beginning to understand. I told him the memory
and said that I guess if the Father saw me standing next
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to the wheelbarrow with the ruined shirt on it, he would
forget the shirt and hug me. “You still don’t understand
fully,” Jeff said. “God would not overlook the shirt, but
take it, put it on, and wear it to work. And when someone
commented on the rust marks, he would say, ‘Let me tell
you about my little girl and how much she loves me!’” I
was overwhelmed with that realization.
“I am beginning to realize that my Christian life has been
a continual effort to earn God’s pleasure by “getting the
shirts hung up right.” God would answer if my prayer was
right. God would smile upon me if my theology was
correct. And since I knew how I had failed day by day in
my works, I sort of snuck them up on the line and tried to
be away when God got home, so to speak. Someone at the
conference said something that seems to apply here. He
said, “God will not despise the tainted love-gifts of the

sinner who looks to Jesus.” My entire Christian life had
been oppressive. I did not know how to live, day by day,
without an overwhelming sense of failure to perform up to
what I thought God demanded. With that came a sense of
God being disappointed and even disgusted with me.
“How overpowering it is now to realize that because of
Christ, I can experience a daily freedom to move out into
people’s lives. I can love others. I can obey God with my
heart because I don’t fear that he will be furious with me if
I “get the shirt a bit rusty.” There is a freedom to love
that I have not known since the moments before my father
got home that day long ago.”
Prayer: Lord, search me. Help me to let your gospel dig
deeper into my heart and transform possibly deep patterns
that I’m not even aware need to be changed. Amen.
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Grace Presbyterian has established a brokerage account with
the Simmons Bank so that we are now able to accept shares
of stock donations.
Being a non-profit charity, Grace Presbyterian qualifies to
receive direct, tax-free rollovers (QCD) from donors, 70 ½
years or older, traditional or Roth IRA’s. A direct rollover
rather than a taxable IRA withdrawal followed by a
charitable gift could benefit some individuals tax wise since:
 Contribution can be taken directly from your
federal adjusted gross income instead of reporting it
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as an IRS itemized deduction.
 Qualifies to be used for required minimum
distribution
 Allows donors who do not itemize an opportunity
to deduct their charitable contributions.
If you are 70 ½ years or older, have a traditional or Roth
IRA, and wish to take advantage of this method of giving,
please contact your attorney, financial advisor, or tax advisor
for guidance and help before taking any action.
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OUR MISSION & EVANGELISM COMMITTEE GOT TO TOUR THE HARBOR HOME SHELTER FOR WOMEN IN CONWAY.

ANNOUNCEMENTS





We are excited to launch our new Community Groups ministry which will start the week after Labor
Day weekend (September 8, 10, & 11). One group will meet on Sunday afternoons, one on Tuesday
evenings, and one on Wednesday evenings. The groups will generally meet the first three weeks of
every month and take a break in summer. The groups will be led by Joe Pruett, Debbie McConkie, and
Jenny Harrison. Be looking for a sign-up poster soon!
Please join us for a very special service hosted by Renewal Ranch on August 11th. Lunch will be
served after the service. Please sign up to bring a dish. See the sign-up sheet in the hallway.
Grace Presbyterian Church t-shirts are here! Please see a member of the Mission and Evangelism team
to get yours today.

BIRTHDAYS:
8/11 - Joe Pruett, 8/19 - Lyle Rupert; 8/22 - Rodney Rice, 7/25 - Steve McNabb; 8/27 - Sue Dablock; 8/31 Hannah Williamson Our birthday list has not yet been updated. If you are reading this, would you please contact
our office (504-6899, gracepres@conwaycorp.net) and leave your birth date with us so that we can update our
contacts? We want to celebrate your LIFE!!

CURRENT PRAYER LIST AS OF (8/1/2019):
Ilona Beczo; Bette Callaway, friend of Herman and Betty Ellis; Bill Conner; Charlie Cullum, friend of Annette
Sackhoff; Betty Ellis surgery; Jeannene Ellis, sister-in-law of Herman and Betty Ellis; Paul Ellis, son of Herman and
Betty Ellis; Jim Hawks, nephew of Henry and Jane Hawk; Jason Hays, friend of Kevin Tucker; Jimmy and Nancy
Higgins; Steve Hoffman, friend of Nancy Davis with cancer and transplant need; Dub Holt; Charles Jordan; Ann
Moss, mother of Debbie McConkie; Gene Murphy, father of Annette Sackhoff; Jenetta Murphy, mom of Annette
Sackhoff.
us on
@gracepresconway or
@GracePresConway
 For aLike
free downloadable copy or podcast of the sermon, please visit our website at 
 www.gracepresconway.org 

Staff:

Pastor: Richar d H. (Rusty) Mosley, ph. 501.339.9300
Admin. Assistant: Er in Tucker , ph. 501.504.6899
Lay Pastor: J im Hays, ph. 501.499.2885
Lay Pastor: J oe Pr uett, ph. 501.733.1650
Organist: Lyle Ruper t
Choir Director/Pianist: Eloise Stowe

Elders:
John Davis
Susan McNabb
Robin Ralston

Pat Rice
Ralph Scott

Office:

Our Denomination:

1010 Hogan Lane, Suite 2
Conway, AR 72034
501.504.6899
gracepres@conwaycorp.net

Deacons:

Sue Dablock: 501.472.0511
Nancy Davis: 501.733.8030
Ken Hunter: 501.944.1204
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