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BY PASTOR TERRY SIMM
On my way out to Renewal Ranch to lead a
Bible Study on Daniel, substituting for Joe
Pruett, I was riding my motorcycle on the
steaming hot asphalt roads and had a new
appreciation for at least a fraction of how the
men felt who tossed Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego into the fiery furnace. I must admit
though, that the body does have a way of getting
used to the heat. You know that is true when the
temperature is at 90 and it is feels like a cold

had on hold, waiting for their new Children’s
Ministry position to be filled. It also came up
that maybe we could do an outdoor service
together. He mentioned they do at least two
outdoor services a year since it went over so well
having to do so during COVID. So, on August 28,
2022, at 10:00 am we will be doing a joint
outdoor service on their parking lot. They will
also have bouncy houses set up for the kids. The
service will have music from a combined group
of singers from both churches. Pastor Herschel
snap.
and I will share responsibilities in the worship
service, both of us giving a sermonette and share
I did want to share with the congregation
in the liturgy of communion. Following the
what a pleasure it has been to get to know the
service, a meal, and a time of fellowship with
Grace United Methodist pastor just across the
each other as the kids play on the bouncy houses.
street on Hogan Lane, Pastor Herschel
Richardson Jr. We connected a couple of months We will also share in the setup, cleanup, and
ago when he called me and wanted to talk about cooking.
the dilemma their church was having regarding
There will be other opportunities to work
applying for disaffiliation from the United
together as they are need of help with their Food
Methodist Church. He was aware that Grace
Pantry give away twice a month that will now be
Presbyterian Church had been through a similar giving away meat products as well. We are also
process a number of years ago. We were able to invited to participate in the Fall Fest on October
meet several times over shared meals and
31, 2022.
fellowship time. I found our friendship was
The Concise Evangelical Dictionary of
something I was missing having been a part of a
Theology, defines ecumenism as “the organized
community ministerial association in the past.
attempt to bring about the cooperation and unity
What started as support for one another in
among Christians.” What we are doing jointly
our ministries turned into how we could possibly together is an example of ecumenism. This is an
do some shared ministry together especially with opportunity for us to witness to our
surrounding community how two churches from
both of our churches having the name “Grace.”
different denominations with the same name
Ironically, one of the ideas for becoming more
“Grace” can work together as brothers and
visible in our community was to work with
sisters in Christ to proclaim God’s love, grace,
neighboring churches was something that came and mercy. We are all one in Christ Jesus our
up about the same time in our Vision Frame
Lord!
Team meetings. Some possibilities of shared
ministry we talked about was VBS, which they
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MISSION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE
August greetings from your Mission/Outreach Committee.
Thanks to all of you who have so generously donated various products and food to the Conway Ministry Center by placing your items in the totes, located in the second Sunday School classroom.
Keith Woosley, and his team, delivered about one hundred pounds of these necessities to the Center
a couple of weeks ago.
Please continue to give, as you can, since school doesn’t start until mid-August, and child “do it
yourself” food stuffs are still so important.
Dr. Tammy Woosley, Acceleration Academy Supervisor at Conway Public Schools, said, “During the
previous two years, the federal government allowed schools to feed all students for free, regardless
of their socio-economic status. That waiver was not renewed for the upcoming school year. Families will be required to apply for free or reduced meals for their children. Many won’t apply or may
not realize they would qualify. This means they must pay full price for school meals. We may have
many families in need of food assistance this year.”
So, what can we as a church do? Continue the donations to the Ministry Center; give to any school
you wish, donations to the school’s Child Welfare Account; drop off non-perishable foods at any
school.
If you haven’t already shopped at the Dollar Tree, you’ll be amazed at how much you can buy, as far
as personal items, for a fraction of the cost at various other locations.
Our committee members voted to purchase three bricks, inscribed with GRACE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH for sidewalks being built at City of Hope’s Village. The small homes will primarily serve
well- deserving homeless persons and families.
Tammy has updated our web-site and FB page so that our worship service and various events
(including exercise class) are easily accessible to anyone who wants to check out Grace Presbyterian
Church. You may even decide to “share” it with your FB friends!
The Mission/Outreach Committee typically meets, immediately following worship, the second Sunday of the month. We will not meet in August. But, please join us in September. All applicants, accepted!
In Christ,
Rosanne Johnson
Mission/Outreach Chair

Kid-Kits
Your help is needed to provide kids with extra food this
summer! School’s out, and this means many children on
our community will be home without access to daily meats
in the cafeteria. So, the Conway Ministry Center is building Kid-Kits to provide food that a child can prepare by
him or herself, at home. Needed: Canned ravioli, Spaghetti
-O’s, Ramen Noodle Packets, canned fruits, canned meats,
Mac’n Cheese microwave cups, etc. Please bring items
such as these, and leave in our Ministry Center totes, located in the Children’s SS class.
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE
ATTENDANCE:
June 26, 2022
July 3, 2022
July 10, 2022
July 17, 2022
July 24, 2022

42
56
57
48
56

COMMUNION:
July 3, 2022
Next Communion August 7, 2022
LITURGIST:

Joe Pruett, Jim Hays for July
Renee Hunter for August
WORSHIP MINUTES SUMMARY:
Special music occurred June 26, 2022 with a solo by Don Brazile, men’s ensemble July 3 and July 24, 2022,
women's ensemble July 10, 2022 and the choir on July 17, 2022. Many thanks go out to Eloise, Lyle and the
performers for their time and effort to bring us Christian music. The choir will take a break during the
month of August. July 10, 2022 special recognition was given to honor the contributions of our lay ministers Jim Hays and Joe Pruett. A brief history and praise was given by Steve McNab followed by Rosanne
Johnson giving gifts to Joe and Jim. Grace Presbyterian and Grace Methodist will have a joint worship service August 28, 2022 with more information to follow.

News from the Conway Ministry Center
** You may be seeing a new face around the CMC this summer.
We are grateful to have a new staff member in the office due to a
partnership with the AICA’s Senior Community Service Employment
Program. This program is expanding our capacity to serve our community by providing help in staff positions that we do not yet have
the ability to pay for.
Juanita has been sent to us to help out with answering the phone
and other office duties. She has experience from her previous workplace in loving and serving vulnerable populations and is a kind and
compassionate soul. Having returned to Conway after years away,
she is learning about all the amazing new things this ever-growing
community has to offer as well as the great need some of our most
vulnerable citizens experience. The next time you call us, you may
just hear, “Conway Ministry Center, this is Juanita!” She will be happy to help! Make sure to take the time to meet this amazing addition to our team.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE
An ideal way to memorialize the passing of a relative or friend is a gift to the Grace Presbyterian
Church building fund. The family of the deceased will be notified of your gift. We have a current
balance of $92,000.00.

TREASURY NOTES
BUDGET
Grace’s financial accounting system utilizes QuickBooks and consists of operating income /
expenses and other income/expenses. The operation data is the operating budget contributions and operating expenses. The operating contributions include the online giving and
church offerings. The other income/expenses are income and expenses not related to daily
operation. This includes permanent and temporary restricted contributions. Some of these
funds are Building Fund, Seasonal Flower fund, Deacon Fund, Chancel Guild, and funds for
special needs.
According to ECO polity one of the responsibilities of session is to adopt and administer an annual operating budget.
1.0603 The Responsibilities of the Session
f. The session shall adopt and administer an annual budget and shall publish it to the congregation. The session shall purchase appropriate casualty and liability insurance for the program, officers, and property. The session shall offer the congregation’s full-time pastor (s), and
by law, full-time lay employees medical, short- and long-term disability, and life insurance.
Sessions shall meet the Minimum Terms of Call set by their presbyteries for all called and installed pastors, and by their own rule assistant pastors.
The operating budget is a line-item budget with zero balance (no line-item balances are carried over into the next year budget). The line-item expenses are Property, Administration Expenses, Personnel Expenses, Christian Education Committee Expenses, Worship Committee
Expenses, Mission Committee Expenses, Congregational Committee Expenses, ECO Related
Expenses, and Contingent Expenses.
In the fall of each year the Budget and Finance Committee requests each committee to submit an annual budget request based on their planned expenditures. Budget and Finance also
develops a recommended budget for Administration expenses, personnel expenses, ECO expenses, and contingent expenses based on existing needs. Budget and Finance develops a
recommended operating budget based on submitted needs and projected contributions. It
has been a practice to set the budget contributions to 90-95% of previous years contributions.
Budget and Finance submits the recommended budget to Session for approval. Once Session
approves the budget, it is presented to the congregation at the annual meeting.
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“THE DEACON’S POST”
Confirm your love towards one another, and love them, not in word only, but in deed
and truth. John Wesley
In this quote Pastor Wesley is telling us that if we don’t love our neighbors, in
our hearts, then we might as well just pass them by. It is the charity and love in
our hearts that change the man, and until we get that deep love, we are missing the
point of love.
Powerful words to start our post off with this month, but very much needed words as
well. Each month your Deacons strive to show you the love they have for you in their
“hearts.” Pastor Terry and I get the pleasure of hearing reports from them about all
of you and we get to see the love they have for you as they serve you as your Deacon.
I share all of this in depth with you to make this plea, do all you can to invite
and welcome your Deacon into your hearts. In doing so you will find the peace they
long to provide to you. Please pray for them as they strive to lift up all of their
“flock,” and provide the love and warmth we all need from time to time.
We are all facing trials in our lives, such as this crazy summer heat that we are
going through. As a lifelong resident of Conway, I don’t recall a hotter summer than
we are having this year. Please pray for rain and cooler temperatures to appear as
we all need both of those very much in our community. Please continue to pray for
all of those names on our prayer concern lists, your payers very much are needed and
heard.
As you all likely know we currently have a vision framing team at work trying to
iron our goals for our church. We have one more Wednesday night potluck this month
(third Wednesday of the month), please do your best to join us at this meeting.
If your Deacon can assist you in any way, don’t hesitate to reach out to them, as
they long to hear from you.
Stay cool, stay safe, never forget God is sovereign and in complete control of our
lives, now and forever.
I want to close this article with an excerpt from a beautiful book by Charles Swindoll. The book is called, Intimacy with the Almighty, please make it part of your
personal library, here is the excerpt:
In order to end this book on a positive note, I want to affirm the importance of relinquishing everything to HIM because HE is “trustworthy.” I am finally learning
this; it is no longer something I verbalize from the pulpit or write in a book. I’m
finally learning that His sovereign plan is the best plan. That whatever I entrust
to Him, He can take care of better than I. That’s nothing under His control can ever
be out of control. That everything I need, He knows about in every detail. That He
is able to supply, to guide, to start, to stop, to sustain, to change, and to correct in His time and for His purposes. When I keep my hands out of things, His will
is accomplished, His Name is exalted, and His glory magnified.
Have you learned the same? If not, maybe now is a great time to surrender completely
to God, because nothing under His control is ever out of control.
Your Deacons love you and want to serve you in any way possible, let them know if
you need help.
In Christ, Joe Pruett
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
•

If you would like to help with church cleanup (which can be done weekly) please sign up on the
sheet on the hallway bulletin board. No one has signed up for August.

•

The Men’s Breakfast group will meet at 8:30 a.m. on August 13th at the Golden Corral. Please
join us if you are able.

•

On August 28th we will hold a joint service with Grace United Methodist Church @ 10:00 a.m. in
their church parking lot. Both churches will share the music. Pastor Herschel Richardson and
Pastor Terry Simm will give a short message followed by sharing communion. Jointly we will
offer a simple meal of hotdogs, hamburgers, chips, and water after the service. We encourage
everyone to purchase a t-shirt for the occasion ($10-$12.) The shirts will say “Grace 2 Grace”
and include both church names and our website addresses. Please place your orders before August 14th by contacting Pastor Terry or Erin with the number of shirts and shirt size.

•

Drop off supplies August 1-7th at the church from 4:00-5:00 p.m. or during the exercise class at
8:30 a.m. The Box will be picked up Monday, August 8th.
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A HEARTFELT THANK YOU
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the recognition as Lay Pastor of Grace Presbyterian Church over the
past few years. When we were formed in 2014 it was never a question of why we
were called to plant a new church in a new denomination in Conway, but rather is
was a question of “how”. The “how” was answered by God in the many leaders
who have answered God’s call as Elders, Deacons, Music leaders, Committee
members and all the other roles and positions all of this congregation has answered. It has reminded me of Ephesians 4 in how God called so many to different positions “all for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, and
for the edifying of the Body of Christ.” So, while I thank you for the recognition
and the wonderful watercolor paintings, I truly believe this recognition was for all
of us at Grace Presbyterian Church. May God continue to bless us with our calling
and in all aspects of our work of ministry we call in this Body of Christ as Grace
Presbyterian Church.
Yours in Christ,
Jim Hays
BIRTHDAYS:
8/11 - Joe Pruett, 8/19 - Lyle Rupert; 8/22 - Rodney Rice; 8/24 - Bernice Chapin; 8/27 - Sue Dablock

CURRENT PRAYER LIST AS OF (8/1/2022):

Prayers for the family of Vivian Sackhoff, mother of Jeff Sackhoff who passed away Saturday
7/16/22 at Superior Health and Rehab in Conway. Ilona Beczo; Chad Brown, son of Sharon
Brown, prayers that medication will stabilize MS; Bill Conner, health concerns; Joe Dablock,
cancer; Steve Hoffman, friend of Nancy Davis with cancer and transplant need; Phil and Cheryl
White, father of Nancy Davis’ daughter-in-law with heart trouble; Jeff and Jenny Whitehead,
friends of Joe and Sue Dablock.



Like us on
@gracepresconway or
@GracePresConway
For a free downloadable copy or podcast of the sermon, please visit our website at

Staff:



Admin. Assistant: Erin Tucker, ph. 501.504.6899
Transitional Pastor: Terry Simm, ph. 712.461.0918
Lay Pastor: Jim Hays, ph. 501.499.2885
Lay Pastor: Joe Pruett, ph. 501.733.1650
Organist: Lyle Rupert
Choir Director/Pianist: Eloise Stowe

Elders:
John Davis
Ray Crumbley
Rosanne Johnson

Ralph Scott
Peggy Woosley

www.gracepresconway.org

Our Denomination:





Office:

1010 Hogan Lane, Suite 2
Conway, AR 72034
501.504.6899
gracepres@conwaycorp.net

Deacons:

Larry Dunn: 501.329.4348
Jenny Harrison: 417.459.2550
Karen Griffin:501.269.2485
Susan McNabb: 501.327.6674
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