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Grace Presbyterian Gazette 

October, 2022 PASTOR’S CORNER                                            

BY PASTOR TERRY SIMM 

As I am writing for this month’s 

Newsletter, we are waiting on our 

daughter Samantha to give birth to her 

twins. She is in the hospital, and we are 

told she will have the babies before she 

will be released. I talked to Samantha, 

and she was getting a little down as it was 

taking longer than expected. Needless to 

say, I too was getting impatient. They are 

monitoring both the babies and Samantha 

and I am sure they will come eventually, 

but waiting is not easy.  

In fact, waiting and being patient is 

something I believe that we all struggle 

with. We do so individually as well as a 

church body. Even though Isaiah 40: 31 

tells us to wait, we struggle. “But they 

who wait for the Lord shall renew their 

strength; they shall mount up with wings 

like eagles; they shall run and not be 

weary, they shall walk and not faint.” 

What a promise to have our strength 

renewed, to have our problems and issues 

in life seem like nothing as we rise up on 

eagles’ wings. When we seem to lose our 

energy for life and get tired of waiting, 

what a promise to be able to run like Jim 

Hays and not get weary, to walk and talk 

like Joe Pruett and not faint. You are 

extremely fortunate to have the lay 

leadership that both Jim and Joe provide.  

There is a saying that goes like this, 

“Patience is a virtue.” While there is no 
direct quote in the Bible that says those 
exact words, patience is the ability to hold 
back and persevere through all forms of 
temptations and trials. It is one of the 
main qualities we need to put on as 
Christians. Each day we face lots of 
temptation and pain. We are angered and 
hated by a lot of people for serving Christ. 
We also face lots of trials and tribulations 
set by the devil. In our anger, frustration, 
and suffering, we must be patient and 
trust in God. Patience should be one of 
the virtues we have as Christians. Here 
are some scriptures that hold patience as 
a virtue: 
Romans 8:25 “But if we hope for what we 
do not yet have, we wait for it 
patiently.” 
Romans 12: 12 “Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer.” 
Psalm 27: 14 “Wait for the Lord; be 
strong and take heart and wait for 
the Lord.” 
As we look to the future let us not try and 
run ahead of God, to be patient and wait 
on the Lord our God as we look to become 
the church God designed us to be. May 
our worship be uplifting as we grow in the 
faith. May our love and fellowship lead us 
to serve the Lord wherever he places us. 
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 MISSION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

Some miscellaneous pictures of several GPC members 
assembling 150 snack packs to be delivered to the 
Conway Ministry Center, so they can distribute to the 
homeless, as needed. 
"Saved people, serve people"!!  
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 “THE DEACON’S POST”   
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.  Matthew 11:28-30 
 
Here is your personal invitation to trust Jesus, not simply believe historical facts about him, but truly trust him. 
When Jesus spoke these words, the immediate context referred to the oppression one felt by being burdened 
with religious legalism that was being imposed by the Pharisees and Scribes.  
 
Notice the words Jesus uses to comfort us in our lives. Jesus provides "rest for our souls."  This is eternal rest 
for all who seek forgiveness and freedom from legalism and the burdens it places on us.  
 
Grace is more than the name of our church, it is the wonderful gift we get when we put our lives in God's 
hands and live according to the direction he has for us in our lives. It is yielding to His will for our lives in-
stead of our own will. When we live a life yielded to God, there is truly more freedom than you can even im-
agine. How could there not be?  The creator knows what is best for us and loves us so much that he allowed 
His son to die for us. What a message to share with others in our lives, and the joy that can come from sharing 
the gospel.  
 
This week I read this quote in a book and want to share it with you.  
 
“What if we were to immerse ourselves more deeply into Jesus’ teaching and life? How would we live if we 
instinctively, almost unconsciously, knew Jesus’ mind and heart regarding things that confronted us? When 
you received criticism, you would never be crushed, because Jesus’ love and acceptance of you are so deep in 
your heart. When you have criticism to give, you would be gentle and patient, because your whole inner world 
would be saturated by a sense of Jesus’ loving patience and gentleness with you. In a sense you look at your-
self through his eyes, you look at the world through his eyes. It becomes the cast of your whole mind.”  
 
Our Deacons continue to pray for you and want you to know they are here for you. If you know of anyone in 
our church who needs a "pick me up" just let one of the Deacons know and we will quickly reach out to them.  
 
In the meantime, remember, look at yourself as Jesus looks at you, and see if this doesn't impact how you live 
and interact with others in your life.  
 
In Christ,  
 
Joe Pruett, Moderator 

Halloween:  a Witnessing Opportunity  
Halloween is a major witnessing opportunity for Christians.  Every year kids and families come to your door.  

It’s the best treat of all to give them God’s Word in a gospel tract.  Drop them into their trick-or-treat bags 

along with the candy.  It can include our church name, address, and time. For many, this may be their main 

introduction to the message of Jesus.   

A children’s tract in a cartoon form is more likely to be read.  But we know parents read them too.  Everyone 

likes to pick up a comic or cartoon. And, the message is memorable in this way. 

This year, when the children come for candy, also give them the good news . . . the gift of eternal life. 

There are a number of Christian publishers that make them.  Here’s one that I like. 

Chick.com 

If you would like additional information, please call Barbara Watkins  501-908-9892 
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BIRTHDAYS:  
10/14 - Charles Jordan, 10/13 - Josh McConkie; 10/16 - Adele Pruett; 10/22 - Kenneth Stowe; 10/23 - 

Roseanne Johnson; 10/23 - Tim Ralston; 10/31 - Jean Brown - 10/31; 10/31 - Rick McCarron  

 

CURRENT PRAYER LIST AS OF (10/1/2022): 
Chad Brown, son of Sharon Brown, prayers that medication will stabilize the MS; Bill Conner, 

health concerns; Joe Dablock, will start chemo this week, please pray for good results; Steve 

Hoffman, friend of Nancy Davis with cancer and transplant need;  Jeff (cancer) and Jenny 

Whitehead, friends of Joe and Sue Dablock.  

Staff: 
Admin. Assistant:  Erin Tucker, ph. 501.504.6899 

Transitional Pastor: Terry Simm, ph. 712.461.0918 
Lay Pastor: Jim Hays, ph. 501.499.2885 

Lay Pastor:  Joe Pruett, ph. 501.733.1650 
Organist: Lyle Rupert 

Choir Director/Pianist: Eloise Stowe 

Deacons: 
Larry Dunn: 501.329.4348 
Jenny Harrison: 417.459.2550  
Karen Griffin:501.269.2485 
Susan McNabb: 501.327.6674 
 

Office: 
1010 Hogan Lane, Suite 2 

Conway, AR  72034 
501.504.6899 

gracepres@conwaycorp.net 

John Davis 
Ray Crumbley 
Rosanne Johnson 
 

Ralph Scott 
Peggy Woosley 

Elders: 

 

Like us on            @gracepresconway  or                @GracePresConway        

For a free downloadable copy or podcast of the sermon, please visit our website at 

www.gracepresconway.org 
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